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COUNTRY: SOUTH VIETNAM 

001: IS - 21 OCTOBER 1968 

SUBJECT: VICE PRESIDENT KY* S VIEWS ON RUMORS OF 

AN UNCONDITIONAL BOMB IN3 HALT; COMMENTS ON 
THE COMPOSITION OF A GV N NEGOTIATING DELEGATION 




Cl. VICE PRESIDENT NGUYEN CAD KY 

REFERRING TO PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU’S PUBLIC STATEMENTS 
ON 19 AND 20 OCTOBER OPPOSING AN UNCONDITIONAL BOMB ING* HALT , 
COMMENTED THAT' HE WONDERED WHERE THIEU GOT THE COURAGE TO 
TAKE SUCH A HARD STAND. SOME PEOPLE MIGHT THINK HE HAD TALKED 
TO THIEU, BUT KY STATED THAT HE HAS NOT HAD ANY SUBSTANTIVE 
CONVERSATIONS WITH THIEU SINCE THE CABINET MEETING ON 16 OCTOBER. 
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KY ADDED, WITH SOME PLEASURE, THAT "THIEU IS TAKING A STRONGER 
POSITION THAN I". 

2 0 KY SAID THAT WITH SO MANY RUMORS ABOUT A BOMBING 
HALT THE MAJORITY OF THE PEOPLE IN SAIGON AND IN THE COUNTRY¬ 
SIDE ARE BEGINNING TO BELIEVE THEM, KY ADDED THAT HE HOPES 
THE CURRENT PHASE OF THE EOMBING PAUSE DISCUSSIONS IS RESOLVED 
SOON SO THAT THE PEOPLE CAN BE GIVEN SOME INDICATION OF WHAT 
THE FUTURE MIGHT HOLD FOR THEM 0 KY SAID THAT ONLY A MINORITY 
OF THE POPULATION IS DISTURBED OVER THE POSSIBILITY OF 
POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS WITH HANOIo HE IDENTIFIED THESE PEOPLE 
AS THE NORTHERN REFUGEES, PARTICULARLY THE CATHOLICS, AND THE 
MAJORITY OF THE MILITARY OFFICERS, PARTICULARLY THE BATTALION 
AND COMPANY GRADE OFFICERS, KY SAID THESE PEOPLE FEAR THAT 
POLITICAL DISCUSSIONS WILL EVENTUALLY MEAN AN ACCOMMODATION 

WITH THE ENEMY AND VIEW THIS AS' A THREAT TO THEIR FUTURE 

* 

WELL-BEING, REFERRING TO SUPPORTERS CF THE NATIONAL FRONT 
FOR THE LIBERATION OF SOUTH VIETNAM WITHIU SOUTH -VIEINAM, 

KY SAID THAT THEY PROBABLY NUMBER ABOUT 15 TO 20 PERCENT 
OF THE POPULATION, HE SAID THAI ALTHOUGH THEY SHOULD BE 
WATCHED, THEY DO NOT REPRESENT. A POLITICAL THREAT TO THE 
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STA3ILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT, KY DESCRIBED THE MAJORITY OF 
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE AS APATHETIC TOWARD THE BOMBING' 
ISSUE AND ONLY WANTING PEACE AND AN OPPORTUNITY TO LIVE WITHOUT 
FEAR6 HE SAID THAT THE MASSES ARE NOT PARTICULAR ABOUT THE 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT, COMMUNIST OR DEMOCRATIC, AND THAT THEY 
DO NOT UNDERSTAND PQLITICSo 

3o KY AGAIN STATED HIS VIEWS ON THE COMPOSITION OF A 

NEGOTIATING DELEGATION WHEN THE TIME COMES FOR TALKS BETWEEN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM AND HANOIo HE HOPES THAT PRESIDENT 

THIEU WILL APPOINT A STRONG DELEGATION WITH AUTHORITY TO MAKE 

DECISIONS ON THE SPOT WITHOUT HAVING TO COMMUNICATE WITH AND 

AWAIT DECISIONS FROM THE PRESIDENT IN SAIGCN, KY SAID THAT 

HE STILL BELIEVES THAT HE SHOULD BE PRESENT AT THE TALKS 

BECAUSE HE COULD TALK AUTHORITATIVELY WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

AND COULD MAKE MANY DECISIONS AS QUESTIONS AROSE,; HE 

COMMENTED THAT WHEN NEGOTIATING WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, 

ONE MUST EXPLOIT OPPORTUNITIES AS THEY OCCUR AND NOT WASTE 

THEM BY UNDERTAKING A GREAT DEAL OF RESEARCH AND DELIBERATION, 

■■■ DISSEMs STATE (AMBASSADOR BUNKER, DEPUTY 

AMBASSADOR BERGER, POLITICAL COUNSELOR) USMACV (GENERAL 

ABRAMS, AM3ASSAD0R KOME , MAJOR GENERAL DAVIDSON) 7TH AIRFORCE 
(GENERAL BROWN) CINCPAC PACFLT ARPAC PACAF 










